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In troduction 

Office of the Chief Government Statistician (OCGS) is responsible to collect, compile 

and disseminate statistical information from different Institutions that are operating 

under the territory of Zanzibar. This quarterly agricultural statistics release is the first 

publication for the year 2019 containing statistics on agriculture production that take 

place in the specified time period. The statistic report intends to give an overview  

picture of agricultural sector for the first quarter for the year 2019 and its comparison 

to the previous quarter of 2018. This publication provides an insight of the countryôs 

performance and impact of different interventions carried out by the Government and 

other stakeholders to improve the agriculture sector.  

Data published in this release include quantities and values of fish catches, cash crops, 

mining and quarry, sea weeds, forest products and number of inspected and 

slaughtered livestock.  

 

Fish Catches 

The quantity of fish caught in the first quarter 2019 was 8,823.9 tons with the total 

value of TZS 46,919.4 million. The quantity slightly decreased by 0.7 percent as 

compared with the quantity caught in the corresponding quarter 2018.  

  

Table 1 shows that, the highest quantity of fish caught (22.2 percent) were recorded in 

Mjini district with 1,959.8 tons valued at TZS 10,408.1 million followed by Kaskazini 

A district with (13.8 percent) with 1,219.7 tons, valued at TZS 6,525.3 million. The 

lowest fish caught for the first quarter 2019  was recorded in Kaskazini B district (2.4 

percent) with total quantity of 215 tons, valued at TZS 1,140.4 million. 
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Table 1: Estimated Fish Catches (Quantity and Value) by District, First Quarter 2018 

and 2019(Value TZS óMillionsô) 

  
First quarter 2018 First quarter 2019  

District  

Quantity(tones) 

Value in 

Million 

TZS 

Quantity  

(tones) 

Value in 

Million TZS  

Quantity % 

Change 

 Kaskazini  " A "  1,216.7 6,219.8                1,219.7  

                            

6,525.3  0.2 

Kaskazini  "B" 227.7 1,157.2                   215.1  
                            

1,140.4  -5.5 

Kati 652.5 3,369.4                   695.9  

                            

3,695.6  6.7 

Kusini 624.9 3,213.4                   675.5  

                            

3,592.8  8.1 

Mjini  2,186.0 11,194.5                1,959.8  

                         

10,408.1  -10.3 

Magharibi 646.2 3,306.5                   679.8  
                            

3,610.8  5.2 

Micheweni 711.0 3586.0                   808.7  

                            

4,296.0  13.7 

Wete 735.2 3,752.1                   692.1  

                            

3,670.9  -5.9 

Chakechake 667.3 3,436.9                   671.0  
                            

3,570.1  0.6 

Mkoani 1,216.8 6,212.6                1,206.2  

                            

6,409.4  -0.9 

Total 8,884.3 45,448.3 8,823.9 46,919.4 -0.7 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources, Livestock and Fisheries 

 

Cash Crops  

Cash crops are the agricultural crops which are grown for sale to return a cash profit, 

they are sorely cultivated for the market be it local or international. In Zanzibar the 

mean cash crops are seaweed, clove and clove stems.  

Seaweed Production  

Seaweed is one among the main cash crops produced in Zanzibar, for the first quarter 

2019 the data reveals that  the quantity produced has been increased from 2,266 ton 

recorded in the first quarter 2018 to 2,624 ton of the responding quarter 2019, 

equivalent to the increase of 16 percent. Out of the total quantity of seaweeds produced 

in the first quarter 2019, 97 percent was Eucheuma spinosum seaweeds and 3 percent 

was Eucheuma cottonni (Table 2). The average price per kilogram for Eucheuma 

cottonni was TZS 1000.0 and that of Espinosiam was TZS 400.0 only.  
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The largest quantity of the Eucheuma spinosum seaweeds (43.4 percent) worth TZS 

441.8 (in million) was purchased in March followed by that purchased in January 

whereby 856 tons (33.6 percent) of Eucheuma spinosum seaweeds were purchased 

worth of TZS 342.4 (in million). The lowest amount of Eucheuma spinosum seaweed 

was purchased in February where only 586 tons of Eucheuma spinosum seaweed were 

purchased valued at TZS 5234.4 million. 

 

Table 2: Quantity and Value of Seaweed Production, First Quarter 2017 and 2019.                                     

         (Value TZS 000ô) 

Type of Seaweeds               

2017 2018 2019 

Quantity % 

Change 

Ton Value Ton Value Ton Value 
 

E. Spinosum  2,076 834,052 2,214 885,522 2,546 1,018,551 15 

E. Cottonni  0 0 52 78,085 78 78,000 50 

Total 2,076 834,052 2,266 963,607 2,624 1,096,551 16 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resource, Livestock and Fisheries 

Quantity and Value of Clove Purchased 

The quantity of clove purchased in the first quarter 2019 was 32.1 tons worth of TZS 

446.8 (in millions) (Table 3), the quantity decreased by 93 percent as compared with 

the quantity purchased in previous quarter  (2018) which was 452.1 tons valued at  

TZS 6,296.0 (in millions ). The largest quantity of the cloves (65.5 percent) worth 

TZS 292.8 (in million) was purchased in January followed by that purchased in 

February whereby 6.9 tons of cloves were purchased worth of TZS 95.5 (in million). 

The lowest amount of cloves was purchased in March where only 4.2 tons of cloves 

were purchased valued at TZS 58.5 million.  
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Table 3: Quantity and Value of Clove Purchased First Quarter 2018 and 2019   

(Value in TZS Million)  

Month  

2017 2018 2019   

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

% Change 

2018&2019 

January 150.3 2,133.00 339 4,722.80 21 292.8 -93.8 

February 37.8 526.80 79 1,096.80 6.9 95.5 -91.3 

March 13.3 185 34.2 476.4 4.2 58.5 -87.7 

Total 201.4 2,844.80 452.1 6,296.00 32.11 446.8 -92.9 

Source:  Zanzibar State Trading Corporation (ZSTC) 

 

Quantity and Value of Purchased Clove Stems 

The quantity of clove stems purchased in the first quarter 2019 was  0.44 tons worth 

of TZS 336.5 (in thousands) the quantity decreased by 99.7 percent as compared with 

the quantity purchased in the corresponding quarter of 2018 which was 161.9 tons 

valued at  TZS 161,893.5 (in thousands). The largest quantity of the cloves stem (76.2 

percent) worth TZS 332.5 (in thousands) was purchased in January followed by that 

purchased in March whereby 0.07 tons (15.3 percent) of cloves stems were purchased 

worth of TZS 67.0 (in thousands). The lowest amount of cloves stems was purchased 

in February where only 0.04 tons of cloves stems were purchased valued at TZS 37.0 

thousands (Table 4). 

 

Table 4: Quantity and Value of Clove Stems Purchased First Quarter 2018 and 2019   

(Value in TZS thousands) 

Month  

2017 2018 2019   

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

(tons) Value 

Quantity 

% 

Change  

January 27.3 27,308.50 117 117,265.50 0.33 332.5 -99.7 

February 9.8 9,820.10 32.1 32,138.50 0.04 37 -99.9 

March 2.1 2,132.30 12.5 12,489.50 0.07 67 -99.5 

Total 39.2 39,260.9 161.9 161,893.50 0.44 436.5 -99.7 

Source:  Zanzibar State Trading Corporation (ZSTC) 
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Slaughtered Animals 

The number of cattle inspected and slaughtered for the first quarter 2019 increased by 

42.3 percent compared with that of 2018. Cattle increased from 3,439 head reported in 

the first quarter of 2018 to 4,892 head recorded in 2019. Similar trend had been 

observed for the number of inspected and slaughtered goats of which the number 

increased by 50.0 percent. The number increased from 406 head in the first quarter 

2018 to 609 head of the corresponding quarter 2019 (Table 5). 

Table 5: Number of Inspected and Slaughtered Animals, First Quarter 2017 to 2019 

Livestock Type Q1, 2017 Q1, 2018 Q1, 2019 

% Change Q1 

2018&2019 

Cattle 3,646 3,439 4,892 42.3 

Goat 404 406 609 50 

 Chicken  173,089 92,865 n  
Duck 101 209 n   

Note: n = data not available 
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resource, Livestock and Fisheries 

 

Fruits and Vegetable Production 

Table 6 shows that the area planted with fruits and vegetables for the first quarter 

2018 has been increased by 2 percent (1,682.8 Acre) compared with its corresponding 

quarter of 2018 (1,646.6 Acre). This has also influence the increase of the total fruits 

and vegetable production by 26.7 percent (6,697.4 tons) recorded in the first quarter 

of 2019 compared to its corresponding quarter of 2018 (5,286.1 tons). 

The total area planted with tomatoes decreased from 299.3 acre in the first quarter 

2018 to 286.9 acre in the first quarter 2019 showing decrease of 4 percent. However, 

the productivity of the crop had increased from 1.8 tons per acre recorded in the first 

quarter 2018 to 3.0 tons per acre 2019. The area planted with Egg Plant also 

decreased from 221.8 acres recorded in the first quarter 2018 to 163.1 acres in first 

quarter 2019, presenting a decrease of 26 percent. Yet, the productivity increased 

from 1.8 tons per acre recorded in the first quarter 2018 to 2.2 tons per acre 2019. 

Contrary, the area planted with Watermelon increased by 42 percent in the first 
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quarter 2019 compared to its corresponding quarter of 2018.That is from 219.8 acre 

recorded in the first quarter 2018 to 312.5 acre 2019.  




